


THANKYOU

Thank you for your interest in Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Incorporated. This
is an exciting time in the history of the fraternity. There will always be a need for strong
Latino men that wish to become leaders and mentors on campus and in the community. The
information provided in this packer is a brief overview of our Brotherhood. Throughout this
packet, you will learn about the Fraternity's rich history, mission, and presence in the
communities we serve. This information packet is designed to provide interested gentlemen
with pertinent information about the Fraternity.

Lambda Theta Phi provides the Latino college male with the opportunity to be part of
a congenial family with a mission. What is that mission? To cultivate: a spirit of brotherhood,
value and education, promote unity among all Latinos, be proud of and cherish our heritage,
assert roles of leadership, develop character, practice chivalry, serve mankind, and to aim for
the starts. In short, to raise the social and cultural conscience of the Latino college student.

Lambda Theta Phi has conquered new lands; the campuses of higher learning.
Lambda Theta Phi has conquered a multicultural people. Each brother has taken an oath to
uphold the ideals of the Fraternity. These are tenets we cannot confine to a college campus,
but which constitute a lifetime commitment. Lambda is building the Latin leaders of
tomorrow. Lambda brothers will provide the guidance and leadership for our community
and nation.

National Executive Board
Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc.
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HISTORY

On December 1, 1975, history was made ­
history on a college campus, which would
transcend other colleges!universities
throughout the United States; history, which
would have a positive impact on the Latino
community and our nation; history which
would forever change the Greek system,
more specifically, the entity known as a
fraternity. Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity,,.._
Incorporated was founded n the campus of t-:~-"...LII-_

what was then Kean College in Union,
New Jersey.

In 1975, there were no Latino fraternities in existence in the United States. The Greek-letter
organizations of the time primarily catered to Anglo and African-American students and
graduates. Lambda's founders, as mend of vision, realized there was a need to unite the
Latino students, develop their leadership skills, impart upon them the value of an education,
and instill in them a commitment to their community and culture. The traditional student
club would not suffice to accomplish such lofty goals. Hence, Latino unity and brotherhood
would be achieved through a long recognized institution- the fraternity. This newest
addition to the Greek system would be the first in the nation.

The ideals of this brotherhood are: Academic Excellence, Brotherhood, Leadership, Latin
Unity, and Service. On a daily basis, our brothers live up to these ideals as set forth by
fourteen young Latino men over three decades ago.

Since our founding, Lambda Theta Phi has established chapters in every region of the
country at both undergraduate and alumni levels. Our brotherhood continues to grow in
order to provide the necessary skills and resources for the advancement and empowerment
of our people and betterment of this nation.

Our illustrious history is not only our past but also our guiding light to the future. As the
first, we continue to overcome many obstacles. Lambda is the product of vision, strength,
determination, and unity. Our history serves as a legacy and testament to oJr
accomplishments and greatness.



HISTORY CONT.

Founding Fathers

The formation of the Fraternity can best be described by one word: evolution. The
Brotherhood, like any organization composed of many facets, was built slowly, one element
at a time. The essence of Lambda Theta Phi has developed subsequently over the last three
decades.

The Founding Fathers of Lambda Theta Phi:

Wilfredo Ayes
Hiram Cardona
Rafael Crespo
David Diaz
Agustin Garcia
Emique Garcia
Jose Ginarte

Fraternal Fathers

Juan Hernandez
Rinaldo Lago
Luis Miranda I
HemyMunoz
Walter Pardo-Villa
Raul Roger
Raymond Rosa

Cayetano Socarras and Jose Quiles are the Fraternal Fathers of Lambda Theta Phi. The
commitment and dedication they have given the Fraternity has earned them the love and
admiration of all brothers.

rn:rr'u

Dr. C:'l\ dano SocJrrJs

The Fraternal Fathers sensed that many Latino males felt out of place in American colleges
and universities. In order to succeed academically and professionally the Latino male must
achieve the maximum educational potentiaL The initial purpose of Lambda Theta Phi was to
serve as a source of support to the Latino college student in pursuit of an education, while
promoting brotherhood and Latin unity.



HISTORY CONT.

History Book
Lambda Theta Phi is the only Latino fraternity with it's own published history book. The first edition
entitled, "The History of Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Incorporated" was released in November of
1994 at the Fraternity's Nineteenth Annual Awards Banquet in Wayne, New Jersey. The second edition,
"Latino By Birth Lambda By Choice" was released in the fall of 2002 at the Fraternity's 27th Annual
Awards Banquet.

Children's book
Since the fraternity published its history book, Lambda released its first children's book, "I will Be a
Lambda" in the summer of 2007 at the 32nd annual Brotherhood Conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

The Conquistador
It is public information that El Conquistador is the symbol of the Fraternity and the term used to refer to the
Lambda pledge. Founding Father Agustin Garcia suggested the Conquistador be the symbol of the
Fraternity in early 1978.

Founding Father Wilfredo Ayes interjected the Conquistador into the Lambda pledging process. As the
Fraternity's first Pledgemaster, Founding Father Ayes thought up the idea that the Lambda pledge be
refereed to as a Conquistador. Founding Father Ayes presented his idea in anticipation of the first pledge
line of the Fraternity, in the spring of 1978.

Over the years, the brotherhood has been questioned and criticized for selecting the Conquistador as a
symbol to represent the organization. The criticism has arisen due to the negative connotations that
accompany the term. History books depict the conquistadores as having committed genocide of the Native
people. Representing the Spanish crown, in the sixteenth century the conquistadores came to the Americas.
Why then would the Fraternity choose the Conquistador as its symbol?

The literal definition of the term, as opposed to the notorious role the co,nquistadoreJ'tlayed in our history,
was the overriding consideration. Overcoming barriers and conquering difficulties was the inspiration
behind the selection. In fact, the historical significance of the conquistador was never a part of the
discussions. Instead, the founders concentrated on the meaning of the term and how it would represent each
and every brother.

Despite its place in history, EI Conquistador was selected. It was in the spirit of overcoming the impossible,
and of conquering a dream, that the selection was made.

Below is an excerpt from the History Book regarding the essence of the Fraternity and the Fraternity's
symbolism for the Conquistador:

The twenty-first century quickly approaches. It will be accompanied by growth and change. As an
organization, we will have to adapt to changing times. Let us not fear the future. Qur unity and ideals shall
illuminate our path to conquer the twenty-first century.
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